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GREG WILLIAMSON/THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

The Port Royal area was under a flood warning for much of Thursday as rain fell throughout the day.

Variety of agencies follow developments

BY RICHARD V. STEVENS

AND PHILIP GREY
THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

A storm packing high winds pound-
ed Clarksville and most of Mont-
gomery County Thursday night, cap-
ping a day of heavy rains that caused
localized flooding of creeks and rivers.

A roof was blown off a residence in
the Dotsonville community off of
Highway 79 West, but no serious in-

juries were reported, said Ted Denny,
public information officer for the
county Sheriff’s Office. Power lines
were down on York Road.

In nearby Woodlawn, trees were
knocked down along Lake Road, caus-
ing some traffic delays.

Further south, downed trees and
property damage was reported along
Martin Road, off Highway 13 near
Montgomery Central High School.

“Our guys are being pushed to the

limit,” Denny said about 10 p.m. “It was
a big storm that covered almost all of
the county, from Woodlawn and Dot-
sonville all the way down to Highway
137
Jim Knoll, Clarksville Police
spokesman, said the storm was intense
and hit about 9:15 p.m.
“We’ve got some flooding, trees
down, a few auto wrecks, some power

SEE STORM, PAGE A3
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Council
targets
noise
makers

Proposals would
restrict racetracks,
trash pickup

BY BRIAN EASON
THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

Two city councilmen are pushing
for amendments to the city noise or-
dinance so their con-
stituents can get a good
night sleep.

One is a revival of |
Ward 8 Councilman
David Allen’s 2009 pro-
posal to limit the hours
that racetracks can op-
erate.

Ward 7 Councilman
Geno Grubbs’ proposal
is a new one. It would
require that garbage !53¢
trucks only make their "
rounds from 6 am. to 6 _

p.m.

Both proposals faced
resistance from other ,
council members at
their non-voting ses-

ALLEN

sion Thursday night, with several
questioning whether the body should
meddle in something that would ad-
versely affect local businesses.

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE A3

Pitts backs teachers unmn

BY JAMES GALLOWAY
FOR THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

State Rep. Joe Pitts came out
in support of the Tennessee Ed-
ucators Association during a
Thursday meeting about the
possibility of teachers losing the
ability to collectively bargain
with school boards.

The meeting comes after the
state Senate voted to reverse a
1978 law that gave collective ne-
gotiation rights through a union,
along with a proposed change in
teacher tenure law introduced
by Gov. Bill Haslam. Haslam’s
plan would extend the period of
time teachers must wait to re-
ceive tenure from three to five
years and require them to pass
performance reviews.

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE A3

Committee delays

money for Carmel
New school 1 of 3 projects held up

JAMES GALLOWAY/FOR THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

State Rep. Joe Pitts listens to concerns of members of the
Tennessee Educators Association during a Thursday meeting.

BY JIMMY SETTLE
THE LEAF-CHRONICLE

Funding for the third ma-
jor school project currently
on the table for Mont-
gomery County was delayed
until June by the county
Budget Committee.

The committee decided
Thursday evening to put off
a resolution for Carmel Ele-
mentary in southeast Mont-
gomery County until a bet-
ter idea of the budget pic-
ture for the new fiscal year is
available.

Construction of Carmel
and the county’s 23rd ele-
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mentary school in North
Clarksville and renovations
to Northwest High School
have been deferred until a
new fiscal year.

In an attempt to avoid de-
laying the opening of ele-
mentary school 23, the
School Board has already
shifted $90,000 from capital
projects already approved to
pay for schematic design.

Clarksville-Montgomery
County Schools Director
Mike Harris told the Budget
Committee he had “good
news” regarding Carmel, a

SEE COMMITTEE, PAGE A3
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project that is currently
expected to cost close to
$17 million.

“That bid came in
about $3 million under
expectation,” he said. “We
did get the good news that
that bid is good for about

six months”

County Mayor Carolyn
Bowers said she’s been in
conversation with Harris
about the school funding
delays. “We can’t fund
(the new schools and ren-
ovations) right now with
the current tax rate
Bowers said.

Among other discus-

sion, the Budget Commit-
tee heard from Sheriff’s
Department Chief
Deputy Ed Patterson and
Lt. Jessie Reynolds about
the loss of traditional gov-
ernment funding for
methamphetamine lab
cleanup. That cost, for the
future, could be absorbed
by counties.

Pitts called the move
“political retribution” and
payback by the Republi-
cans who have “com-
plained loud and long”
about the TEA’s support
of Democratic candidates
in the past. Pitts said
teachers are becoming a
political target.

Republican State Rep.
Glen Casada supports the
initiative to revoke the
union’s bargaining rights
and extend tenure re-
quirements. He said the
TEA protects bad teach-
ers and drives up the cost
of education when they
bargain for benefits and
salaries.

Pitts said the legisla-
tion is aimed at the peo-
ple who make public edu-
cation work every day.

“You're stripping them
of their right to have a say
in their career;” Pitts said.
“You're stripping them of
a seat at the table to talk
about their retirement
system they contribute to

through their hard work.
... Youre making them a
political target.”

Casada doesn’t agree
that the recent surge of
Republican initiatives are
either “anti-public educa-
tion” or “union-busting.”
He said teachers should
have to answer to the
school board directly for
their shortcomings and
salary negotiations, not
through a union.

“If they complain
about salaries — as you
and I know they do — that
theyre not making
enough and they’re hang-
ing on the union to get
salary and benefits, the
reason they got in this rut
maybe was the union.
Maybe, so let’s try some-
thing different,” Casada
said. “No collective bar-
gaining.”

Preventing the auto-
matic payroll deductions
for union dues and allow-
ing for the election of a
superintendent are two
other bills on the table
that TEA considers im-
portant.

Gera Summerford,
TEA president and a pub-
lic school teacher from
Seviere County, said out
of 70,000 educators em-
ployed by the state of
Tennessee, over 50,000
belong to the teacher’s
union, which she consid-
ers the collective voice of
public school teachers in
the state.

She said removing that
collective voice and ex-
pecting all teachers to in-
dividually negotiate with
the school board is ab-
surd.

“What I imagine is a re-
turn to the days of fa-
voritism, nepotism, re-
warding and providing
jobs for those who voted
for the right people,
Summerford said to mur-
murs of agreement from
within an audience of
teachers.

Pitts encouraged
teachers to keep pressure
on lawmakers. Summer-
ford said she expects
thousands to turn out at a
teacher’s rally March 5 in
Nashville.

outages across the city.
The siren system activat-
ed around 9:15 pm.”
Knoll said.

Michelle  Williams,
who lives in a city neigh-
borhood of single-family
homes off Lafayette Road
near Northwest High
School, said she began
hearing the roar of high
winds around 9:20 p.m.

“My walls were rattling,
“said Michelle Williams. “
The whole house was rat-
tling, T thought my roof
was going to blow off.

“I felt panic, anxiety.
You hear all that and you
wonder, what’s going to
happen? Praying was a
must,” Williams said. “It
seemed like a lifetime, but
I would say it lasted three
minutes.”

Afterward, she looked
out her windows to see
the storm’s wrath. “My
fence is gone, a shed is sit-
ting in the road. There’s
debris all around my
house,” she said.

Earlier, as a new line of
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storms moved in from the
west, the National Weath-
er Service issued a torna-
do watch in late after-
noon. The alert was up-
graded to tornado warn-
ing about 8:50 p.m. and
lasted until 1 a.m. today.
The warning said that 1-
inch hail, wind gusts up to
75 mph and dangerous
lightning were possible
throughout the midstate
area.

At the Montgomery
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency, repre-
sentatives from city and
county government, as
well as EMS, American
Red Cross, Risk Manage-
ment, the Sheriff’s Office
and public information
personnel were watching
a line of fast-moving
storms approaching from
the western part of the
state.

The agencies came to-
gether Thursday after-
noon after a conference
call with the National
Weather Service con-

vinced officials they
needed to be prepared for
a long night.

Just how many emer-

gency personnel were on
standby?

“Everybody in city and
county government,” an-
swered Steve Jones of
EMA.

Flooding remained a
big worry all day Thurs-
day, as new storms
dumped an additional 1-2
inches on top of 3 inches
that had already fallen the
previous night.

Deputy EMA Director
Jerry Buchanan said the
Cumberland River was
expected to crest at 43
feet, three feet below
flood stage. Buchanan
said the May 2010 flood
rose to 62.58 feet.

As he said that, though,
the incoming squall line
was being tracked at 60
miles per hour, shifting
the emphasis to a more
immediate problem: tor-
nadoes.

Temperatures behind
the front were in the 40s
as a cold air mass collided
into a much warmer air
mass with temperatures
in the 60s and 70s.

“This group is ready to
react,” Steve Jones said of
the fronts.
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March 2nd.

Do You Own Forest Land?
If so, a forest landowner workshop is for
you. Learn how to keep trees healthy,
practice sustainable forestry and manage
the land. Topics include boundary marking,
maps, timber theft, environmental timber
harvest, marketing, wildlife opportunities
and estate planning.

The workshop is Saturday, March 5th from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm in
Waverly at the fairgrounds at 234 W. Blue Creek Rd.

There is no cost to attend this meeting, but you must register by

For more information and to register, contact the Montgomery
County Extension office at 931-648-5725.
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931-553-7590

127 Terminal Road

(Across from Gov s Square Mall-
behind Wend
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* Saturday .- 5p.m.
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Allen’s proposal was
previously voted down 5-
7, after hoards of
Clarksville Speedway pa-
trons showed up to op-
pose the changes. The ini-
tial proposal would have
prevented cars from be-
ing raced after 11 p.m., but
the cut-off time was later
amended to 12:30 a.m.

Allen’s new proposal
would prevent cars from
racing after midnight.

“I feel this is a fair com-
promise,” Allen said, not-
ing that he had no inten-
tion of shutting down the
racetrack. “Certainly the
racetrack provides enter-
tainment for our city ...
(but) right now they can
run 24 hours a day if they
want to.”

Some council members
said the residents should
have known what was in
store when they moved
next door.

“If you move into an
airport area, you know
there’s an airport,” Ward 3
Councilman James Lewis
said.

“I live on Second
Street, and T hear cars 24
hours a day,” Ward 6
Councilman Marc Harris
added. “But that’s a deci-
sion I made, and I accept
it”

Harris said the true
problem was the develop-

ers who continued to

build neighborhoods
nearby.
Others argued it would

not be fair to the business
owner.

“These developments
have encroached upon
the track, the track has
not encroached upon
them,” Ward 11 Council-
man Kaye Jones said.

Allen noted he leaves
“probably five houses”
away from the track, but
said it was not a personal
complaint. Rather, it was
one hed received from
constituents.

“If it were in your back-
yard, you'd think differ-
ently,” Allen responded.
“If it were in your ward,
you'd think differently.”

Garbage trucks

Grubbs said his pro-
posal was geared toward
garbage trucks operating
as early as 4 am. at
times.

“I'm bringing this up
so people who get up and
have to go to work can
get a good night’s rest,”
Grubbs said.

Codes enforcement
official Mike Baker told
the council his office
routinely receives com-
plaints about noise from
garbage trucks.

“I have personally
called garbage operators
and asked them to

cease,” Baker said. “It
seems to work for a cou-
ple of weeks and then
they go right back into
their routine.”

Jones questioned
whether the proposal
would adversely affect
small business owners.
She gave as an example
the possibility of truck
operators going out early
in the morning so they
could work a day job as
well.

Some suggested limit-
ing the proposal to only
those vehicles that made
the most noise, and Ward
9 Councilman Joel Wal-
lace said a blanket time
restriction really pro-
vides no incentives for
quieter trucks.

Others, including Har-
ris and Ward 1 Council-
man Nick Steward, said
moving trash pickups to
the day could cause traf-
fic problems by keeping
trucks on the street
when school buses are
running and people are
driving to work.

“I can’t fathom there
being that many on a
given morning, city-
wide,” Grubbs respond-
ed.

The council’s regular
voting session is Thurs-
day at 7 p.m.

Brian Eason, 245-0262
City governiment reporter
brianeason@theleafchronicle.com

LOTTERIES

TENNESSEE

Thursday midday:

Cash 3: 0-0-9
Cash 4: 5-8-2-8
Thursday evening:
Cash 3: 0-3-6
Cash 4: 5-8-3-3
Wednesday:
Tennessee Cash:
09-11-14-28-33

KENTUCKY

Thursday midday:
Pick 3: 1-4-9
Pick 4: 6-4-5-0

QUOTABLE

Wednesday evening:
Pick 3: 1-5-1
Pick 4: 2-0-0-4
Cash Ball: 11-12-

“He who never

leaves his

country is full
of prejudices.”
— Carlo Goldoni,
Italian playwright
(born this date in
1707, died 1793)

13-23- 18

Kicker: 4-3-0-1-2
Thursday evening Kentucky
Lottery results not available
by press time.

POWER BALL

Wednesday:
29-32-36-39-49
Power Ball: 29
Power Play: 3
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Attorneys and Support Staff

"TN-0000680365

Downtown Office: 127 S Third Street Open Saturdays 645-9900
Ft. Campbell Office: 2050 Fort Campbell Blvd. 645-9901
St. Bethlehem Office: 2167 Wilma Rudolph Blvd. 645-9009

* Auto Accidents
» Wrongful Death
* Personal Injury
* Product Liability
* Divorce
» Workers Compensation
* Criminal DUI
* Custody Dispute
* Bankruptcy-
Debt Relief

Injured?

We are a debt relief agency. We help file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

How Does the

: Referral &

BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE
CENTER AT CLARKSVILLE

Across from Gateway Medical Center

e Patients

their physician, other healthcare providers or an
emergency room professional. An initial assessment will
identify each patients individual psychiatric needs. Our staff
members are specifically trained to provide services which
meet needs specific to our senior population. In addition
to providing mental health treatment, we also provide
comprehensive medical evaluations. To learn more about our
services, please call us today!

Medicare pays for most of our services.

Admission
Process Work?

can be self-referred, referred by

Find out if you or your family can benefit from our program.

Call 931-538-6420

or visit our website

www.bhcclarksville.com

TN-0000685801

Dr. Michael H. McGhee
Psychiatrist, ABPN, BC
Medical Director
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